Supervisor of Mental Examinations, Department of Special
Education, Philadelphia In all the three hundred seventy-five special classes in Philadelphia an effort is being made to care for the misfit and the nonconformed child?the one who is unable either for physical or mental reasons to fit into the organization of a regular class. In some sections of the city one class of this type to a school takes care of these misfits. In some more closely populated sections, it has been found more feasible to house eight or ten classes in one building. Whereas the isolated group meets the demands of certain communities, it is an expensive and impractical method of handling large numbers of children who require education along special lines. The concentration center made up of eight or ten classes makes it possible to grade the children according to their ability, and with the older children, to organize departmental work. Then too, the center offers much better facilities for shop work and domestic science.
The center chosen for this survey is in one of the poorest sections of the city. The homes of most of the children are crowded closely between warehouses, factories, and railroad sidings. The narrow cobble streets always seem to be crowded with heavy trucks, shifting freight cars, and children. A railroad siding just behind the school building is quite a favorite haunt outside of school hours, serving also as a playground for truants during school time. So far as the financial status of this group is concerned, it is poor management rather than actual money that is lacking.
The general appearance of the chilren is not prepossessing. 
